






Reclaim Hong Kong ～  

Lobby the HK Human Rights &  
Democracy Act Now!

Why the HK Human Rights and Democracy Act (Bill S1838/
H3289) is so important for Hong Kong? 

Beijing and its red aristocracy use Hong Kong to operate most of its foreign 
investments and to bypass U.S. and UN sanctions. If this bill is passed, it will be a 
big knife hanging on the neck of Beijing. This bill can protect Hongkongers for it 
shall achieve these 5 effects below:


• The Secretary of State will be required to issue an annual certification of 
Hong Kong’s autonomy to justify special treatment afforded to Hong Kong by 
the U.S. Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992.


• The President will be required to identify persons responsible for the 
abductions of Hong Kong booksellers and journalists, and those who are 
complicit in suppressing basic human rights and freedoms in Hong Kong, 
including those complicit in the rendition of individuals to mainland China for 
detention or trial for exercising internationally recognised civil rights; the 
President shall have the power to freeze these persons’ U.S.-based assets and 
deny their entry into the United States.


• The President will be required to issue a strategy to protect U.S. citizens 
and businesses from the risks posed by a revised Fugitive Offenders Ordinance 
(locally known in Hong Kong as the ‘Extradition Bill’), including a potential 
revision of the U.S.-Hong Kong Extradition Agreement and the travel advisory for 
Hong Kong by the State Department.     


• The Secretary of Commerce will be required to issue an annual report 
assessing whether the Hong Kong Government is enforcing both the U.S. Export 
Regulations regarding sensitive dual-use items and U.S. and U.N. sanctions, 
particularly regarding Iran and North Korea, adequately.   


• Visa applicants to the U.S. will be ensured that they shall not be denied 
visas on the basis of the applicant’s arrest, detention or other adverse 
governmental actions taken as a result of their participation in the non-violent 
protest activities related to their advocacy for democracy, human rights, or the 
Rule of Law in Hong Kong.







Why do we need to lobby NOW? 

Contrary to popular belief, the successful passage of the Bill is far from 
certain. At the moment, the bill is still with the the House Foreign Affairs Committee 
(HFAC) and the Senate Foreign Relations Committee (SFRC). It must be passed by 
a simple majority in both before it can go to the Senate and the House for 
discussion and to be voted on. The bill will simply die if it doesn’t get through 
these two committees.


If the bill clears the committees and goes to the floor, again, it will need a simple 
majority from the Senate and the House to pass. To overide any potential 
interference from the US President, two-thirds of the votes in both are required. 
There are 435 members of Congress and 100 senators, but currently there are 
only 15 congressmen/congresswomen and 9 senators sponsoring or co-
sponsoring the Bill. 


Of course supporters of the bill do not necessary want to become sponsors. 
However, in a democracy, until the votes are casted, nothing is certain. Politicians 
often change their minds when under pressure. Many states have trade with 
China. Beijing will be spending millions, even billions, of dollars on 
professional lobbyists to lobby against the Bill. 


Thus, the reality is that we have a tough battle to fight, and we still have a long way 
to go. The stakes are just too high for us not to muster everything that we have now 
to lobby for it.


How can you help? 

Join the lobbying effort NOW: http://www.freehongkong.org
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